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Jo CALEB DANVERS, EG; | 
ne 
SIR, Co 
SIS HO’ I agree with you in what I per poi 
a ceive to be the Opinion of moft of rit 
Oi T y your Readers, that your Difcourfes wi 
2 : ought chiefly to turn on the Merit 
SOSHAS of Fads, not of Names, and therefore to 
AX that all perfonal Enquiries fhould be at 
avoided ; yet I cannot help thinking that there are pa 
fome Cafes, where it may not only be very juftifiable to 
to examine into the private Cbaraéers of Men, but lef 
even neceflary to apprize the Publick of them. The wi 
People have undoubtedly as jufta Right to enquire fo1 
into and be inform’d of the private Virtues and Vi- 
ces of the Perfon, who is intrufled with the Care of Hi 
their Liberty and Property, as arcy Gentleman can have by 
to demand a Charaéter of the Steward, who is to ma- fro 
nage his Eftate. We know by Hiftory, we feel by 
daily Experience, how much private Paffions influence be 
publick A€tions. Ifa Man is covetous, cruel, timo- wi 
rous, diffolute, immoral, infincere and unjuft in pri- gi 
vate Life ; it may, without Breach of Charity, be pre- mi 
fumed that fome of thefe Vices will ftick to his pudblick 
‘Charafer. Wecannot imagine the Change of his ha 
Condition will change his Manners. On the contrary, tal 
Power and Wealth frequently furnifh Men with Means oft 
to indulge their Paflions; and if*a bad Heart com- Hi 
monly prevails over a found Head, what will it not H 
do over an unfound one? As the Power of doing Q 
Mitchief increafes, the Inclination to do it is not likely tre 
to abate, and the Opportunity of doing evil will - 
make 
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rake evil Men better. He, who is by Nature of a 
prefumpiuous and revengefil Temper, wil] be inraged 
at all Oppofition to his Mea‘ures; will endeavour to 
overbear and purfue with the utmoft Efforts of Ma- 
lice and arbitrary Power Thofe, who dare to think 
and aét honeftly in Contradiétion to Him. 

If a Man fhould, upon his firft Entrance into Bufi- 
nefs, {wallow greedily a Bribe from a poor Forage 
Contrafor, can we imagine he will neglect any Op- 
portunity, when he rifes higher, of making corrupt and 
rich Bargains for Himyelf, and dealing for Millions 
with Money Companies ? 

The Man, who has fo little Poffeffion of himfelf as 
to tremble and be frightened out of his Underftanding 
at the Receipt of a Penny-poft Letter, in his private Ca- 
pacity, may be weak enough, from his natural Fears, 
to alarm a Nation in his pudblick Chara@er with ground- 
lefs Apprehenfions and Fears of Plots and Invafions, 
without any folid Foundation, and contrary to all Rea- 
fon and common Senfe. 

A Coward in private Life may be a Bully in publick. 
He may fuffer a brave People to be injur'd and infulted, 
by daring to provoke, and not daring to refent the Af- 
fronts he receives. 

The Spendthrift of his private Fortune will probably 
be profufe of the publick Treafure ; and the corrupt Man 
will, from the Information of his own bad Heart, ima- 
gine Corruption to be the only Expedient of Govern- 
ment. 

He, who is fale and infincere in private Life, will 
have little Regard to national Faith, and he will cer- 
tainly-break through the moit folemn Engagements, as 
often as his particular Intereit fhall require it. In fhort, 
He, who in private Life hath no Regard to Truth, 
Honour, Decency, or any virtuous and gentlemanlike 
Qualification, will in his publick Charaéter aét in Con- 
tradi€tion to all thefe Virtues and, as the Mea/ure of 
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hi; Guilt increafes and fills up, he will grow defperate, 
and rifque weg’ Thing to fecure Himielf. 

From thefe Enquiries therefore into the private Man- 
ners of Thofe, who may hereafter prefide over the Pub- 
lick, we may learn in 'I'ime to oppo'e and give Check 
to their Meafures; to mark them out and keep a 
watchful Eye over all their Proceedings ; and as Al- 
lowances are always-to be made to the Errors of thof 
Minifters, who act upon honeft Principles and with 
good Intentions, the conftant Tenor of whofe Actions 
in private Life hath always been virtuous and uniform; 
fo none ought to be made to Thofe of a contrary Cha- 
aéter. ‘They ought not to have the common Plea of 
Accidents, or Viciffitude of Affairs. 

The trifling Advocates of a weak Adminiftration, 
whenever you mention pernicious Meafures, always call 
upon you for the Proof of them. You are not, fay They, 
to accufe in general Terms; give us fpecial Inftances, 
and prove them too. How are they to be proved, but 
as you have proved them? Do they expeét you fhould 
exhibit formal Articles of Impeachment ‘n a Journal? 
But fuppofe you fhould; fuppofe you have produced 
Evidence, fuch undeniable Fvidence of Ma/e-Admini- 
eration as mult have already fatisfied all Men but Thofe, 
who are refolved not to be fatisfied ; will That be al- 
low’d? No. What Proof would They have then of 
the Crimes laid to his Charge? his own Confeffion ; the 
Confeffion of bis Guilt. 'This is indeed the only Proof 
They have ever offer’d of his Virtues. 

Is there any Proof wanting of the many unjuft and 
inhuman Barbarities committed by the Spaniards on our 
Merchants in the Weft Indies? Is there any Doubt 
that the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk have been open’d 
and repair’d, in Violation of Treaties ? Have not Works 
been carried on before Gidra/tar, to render the Poflefii- 
on of that important Fortrefs ufelefs and precarious? 
Are we to prove that the People labour under eavy 
Taxes ? Are we to make Oath of the declining Condi- 
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tion of our Trade and our Manufactures ? How are 
our Poor increafed ? Is there no complaining in our 
Streets ? What other Proofs, alas, do the Unhappy 
want of the Miferies they fuffer, than the Pains they 
feel ? Under whofe Adminiftration hath all This hap- 
pen’d ? Is‘This a Doubt ? Who is the Man, that hath 
affumed all Power and Authority, and Profit to himielf? 
Who hath affeéted, and does ftill affeét, in the moft 
haughty and invidious Manner, to be foremo/t, finzle 
and a/one, not only in the Appearances, but in the Ke- 
alities of Power? He hath indeed found out a Di- 
ftinétion 3 and, ridiculous as itis, he hath offerd it as 
an Excute for his Mifmanagements. Is the C——r of 
the E r, fays He, to anfwer for Omiffions, or 
Fauits, not in his Office? Is he blameable for the Mif- 
demeanors of Others ? Yes furely the C: r of the 
E—r, when he affumes the Power of _fir/? Minifter, 
when he will execute every Man’s Office, and fuffer no 
Share in the Adminiltration, nor permit any thing to 
be done but by his Advice and under his immediate 
Dire&tion, is, and oughtto be anfwerable. If he aéted 
only as C r of the E r, he could be ac- 
countable for nothing but what related to his Depart- 
ment. But the Cafe is quite otherwife. Part of the 
Preamble to the Articles of Impeachment againft the 
late Earl of Oxford was that He, having affumed to 
himfelf the Power of firft Minifter, was chargeab'e with 
feveral Articles in that Impeachment, in which He 
could have had no Concern, if He had not been firft 
Minjfter ; and therefore as he took upon himfelf the 
whole Adminifiration, he was with great Juftice and 
Reafon to be accountable for whatever was done amifs 
in any Part of it, fince he undertook for,, and mono- 
polized the whole. 

Tony Afton is a Monopolizer of this Kind ;: he plays 
all Characters ; he fills none ; he is the whole Comedy 
in his fingle Perfon ; he receives, indeed, theSalary of 
proper Actors, and This is poor Zony’s only View ; for 
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his Plea is Neceflity ; he confeffes his Inability to fuftain 
fo many Paris, and picks your Pocket of half a Crown, 
with fome Appearance of Modelly ; but if he fhould 
enter.with the Air of a Drawcanfir, and {wear that 
He alone was fit to reprefent every Character, that He 
alone was fit to receive all the Pay, and that he would 
never permit any one elie to tread the Stage, I think 
he would be hits’d by the People. — An Actor fhould 
never let limielf fufficiently appear ; it leffens his real 
Merit ; but when he aflumes what he is utterly inca- 
pable of performing, He becomes contemptible and ri- 
diculous. 

But to return to the Arguments of Thofe, who in- 
tend to defend a bad Adminiftrarion ; You have often 
(fay They) brought a general Accufation of the Crime 
of Peculation ; of embezzling the publick Money ; but 
you have never yet offer’d one Proof. This every one 
mut fee likewile is impofiible to be done by you, fo 
as to make what would amount to a legal Conviétion; 
but you have given fuch ci:cumftantial Evidence as 
Jeaves no manner of Doubt in cur Mirds of the Truth 
of the Charge. Proofs have in a proper Place been 
cont bantly deman ded, and conitantly refufed ; That is, 
Papers neceflary to the‘e Proofs have been often call’d 
for, Ww here Gentlemen have a right to call for them, 
and they have been always refu‘ed. Now, tho’ fach 
a one may be in the right not to furnith Arms againft 
himéelf ; let him not boaft That in his Dek fence, or al- 
ledge That as an Argument of his Innocence, which is 
a Proof of his Guilr. What fhould we fay to a great 
Offender, who, after he had committed many and no- 
torious Crimes, fled to Sanfuary ; and, while he laid 
hold on the Horns of the Altar, cry’d aloud to his 
Acculers, I am not guilty; I defy you; punifh me if you 
can? The Man may be fafe ; but I am as little fatistied 
with his Innocence as his Modefty. I fee he hath 
avoided publick Punifhment ; but the Refuge he hath 
taken is {urely a circumftantial Proof of his oe \ 
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When Cato, in the midit of his little Senate, (a g/- 
rious Minority!) {ent that memorable Meflage to 
Ceasar, 


«< Bid him disband his Legions, 
** And ftand the Judgment of a Roman Senate, 


The great Patriot did not believe he would quit the 
Sanctuary of his Majority, and ftand upon the Bafis of 
his Virtue ; but he meant to fhew, in the fulleft Light, 
that this very Afylum he had taken was a Proof of his 
Crimes. 

For thefe Reafons, Sir, you fee, when they call upon 
you for other Proofs than what you have already given, 
they talk id]y and unreafonably. 

But let us go a little farther with thefe awkard, mi- 
nifterial Triflers, who always {wear in the Words of 
their Ma/rer ; let us be fo complaifant to their Com- 
plaints and their Inveétives, as to allow that in Cafe 
we fhould ever have a bad Adminiftration, this Manner 
of writing might raife a terrible Oppofition, and that 
it muft be occafion’d by Envy, Ambition, or Malice. 
Yet I am of Opinion that, in a free Country, Oppofi- 
tion toa Minifer, or a Miniftry, never did Harm to 
the Society. It will keep a good Adminiftration on a 
continual Guard. It will caufe them to walk warily ; 
to difpofe the pub/ick Money frugally and honeftly ; and 
fix and direét all their Meafures and Views to the pub- 
lick Honour and Profit ; and accordingly their Schemes 
will be only form’d for the Good of the People in gene- 
ral, for whofe Sake, Welfare and Security, as I conceive, 
all Government was firft founded. But if an Oppofi- 
tion fhould arife againft a dad Miniftcr, then it would 
be terrible. Terrible !'To whom ? To the Man, 
who does Evil; to the Man, who would overrun all 
Things, confound Heaven and Earth, attempt or exe- 
cute any Thing to defend Himfelf and his i//gotten 
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Wealth, to fecure Himfelf from the Punifhment due to 
his Crimes. 

But fome might fay, (and Thofe too, who may not 
be his Friends ; who may own he is both weak and 
wicked) Who have forced Him to this defperate Ex- 
tremity ? Who have made it abfolutely unfafe for him 
to quit? Who have driven him into San&luary ?——~ 
I anfwer, his Folly, his Ambition, his Avarice, his 
Profufion, his obftinate Perfeverance in a long Courfe of 
Jniquity, may have driven him thither, and may keep 
him there. A wicked Man, fuch a one as we have ima- 
gined,may go on from Crime to Crime, and from Error 
to Error, ’till He finds it dangerous to delcend. Bex 
Fobnfon makes Cataline fay, 


«« The Crimes, that I have done, cannot be fafe, 
«* But by attempting greater. 


This would, indeed, be a moft. deplorable Station 
both for Him and the Publick ; but it furely behoves 
all Men, who with well to the Society, to do what is 
in their Power, if ever fuch a bad Servant to the Pub- 
lick fhould appear, to bring him to Jutftice. 

To conclude. ‘There are aSort of Hirelings, who 
conftantly give the Merit in general of every Thing, 
which they pretend to be beneficial to the Publick, to 
their Patron, not allowing any Thing even to the 
Crown ; and yet when you call upon them to name any 
one particular national Point, any one publick Benefit, 
the Merit of which can with any Propriety, or Juftice, 
be afcribed to Him, have they ever ventui’d to mention 
one? Thus, Sir, tho’ they complain, without the leat 
Shadow of Truth, that you have never proved any 
Part of a certain Perfon’s Adminiflration to be bad, 
they very prudently declin’d giving one Inftance 
where it is good. The beft then, that you fhould pre- 
tend to fay of it is, that itis avery indifferent one. 

Iam, SIR, &c. 
SATU R- 








